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PANEL SCHEDULE &rzg H %

AUGUST 13 (THU)

Time Session / Event Language
9:15 - Sign-In
9:30 AM g
9:30 Welcome Speech and Presentation of Certificates by Prof. Puk Wing
' Kin, Division Head and Vice Chairman of Department of History,
9:40 AM
CUHK
Panel Session |
Across Scripts and Borders: Textual Plurality and Transcultural
Migration in the Middle Period
15 mins for each presenter;
20 mins for round-up discussion at the end of the session
I 48 + T —3 A
o %Eﬁ 7 5% ifn * i . i@ EG Putonghua
9:40 BB R A He s ¢ YANG Yi
11:00 AM . : e
fRIESC THEHRRR | (Takhti) K GefER .
. . HiEEE Putonghua
FEH LE Jiayi
WA HEEEEL [0 ] e —— R W3EEE Putonahua
L, e 2 35 1l 20 £ 2 91 XU Ziyan R J
JEARZ BN L I P AL T E M .
s L HiEEE Putonghua
g HAO Xiaohui
11:00- Tea Break
11:15 AM

Panel Session 11
Alliance, Authority, and Text: Political and Religious Dynamics in Early
Modern Inner Asia
11:15 AM 15 mins for each presenter;
—12:35 20 mins for round-up discussion at the end of the session
PM
o K
YANG HiEEE Putonghua
Sijiong

B sC. B SCHUREAT R TR
By AR 2 A



Time

12:35 -
14:00 PM

14:00 —
15:20 PM

15:20 —
15:35 PM

Session / Event

(P Faran) 13 & 14 tHhaisk
HAHE—feEm 15 Ak H
HIEH I B R B 5

A R BSOS B 16 tH4AD
YIN E R S

A [ sRs ] 200 S
fi] W) 200 5% 1R 7 T 5 R 9

Lunch Break

Panel Session 111

b o
LU Xingyu

BHNE
TSAI Chih-
Hsi

Language

WiEES Putonghua

WiEES Putonghua

WiEES Putonghua

Negotiating Extremes: Marginality and Non-Elite Agency on the

Peripheries
15 mins for each presenter;

20 mins for round-up discussion at the end of the session

Bodies That “Testify”: Gender,
Death, and Agency in Non-Elite
Women’s Suicide Cases in Qing
Dynasty China

Consuming Earth and Bark:
Extreme Famine Foods,
Environmental Vulnerability, and
the Collapse of Food Entitlements
in Yunnan Province, China (1815—
1817)

WG S T nd R

B
B AGME T3] B 8 2]
E

7 ) BN ARy T R TE
75 F B B e A2 R A A7 A

Tea Break

YA
Sharon
Yanling
FENG

EFv
JEN Yu-
Chien

LT
JIANG Xin

HEHR
ZHAO
Chonghao

L English

¥ English

HiEEE Putonghua

e S 9L
English &
Putonghua



Time

15:35 —
16:55 PM

Session / Event

Panel Session 1V

Language

Intellectual Encounters: Texts, Networks, and Cross-Cultural
Translations Between China and the West

15 mins for each presenter;

20 mins for round-up discussion at the end of the session

FRERRIBC 22 LI ALt AP
HIE 2 Bl WY o [ I 5

Entangled Histories as a
Networked-Corpus: Iberian Texts
on China and the Early Writing of
Globalization, c. 1550-1700

Body and Experience: The
Transmission of Western Scientific
[lustrations in Ming-Qing China—
A Study of the Yuanxi qiqi tushuo
luzui (I 75 &7 45 i 55 5k 5 )

Critiques and Interpretations of the
Concept of Baoying (¥? /) by
Anglo-American Protestant
Missionaries: From Joseph Edkins
to Timothy Richard

LR
ZHUANG i@ AL Putonghua
Yuan
Esteban
RAMIREZ ¥ English
GONZALEZ
R Y English
WU Yu g
H .

” HL English
XIE Yuyang



AUGUST 14 (FRI)

Time

14:00 —
15:20 PM

15:20 —
15:35 PM

15:35 —
16:55 PM

Session / Event Language

Panel Session V

Maritime Trade Revisited: Ports, Commodities, and Material Life in
South China

15 mins for each presenter;

20 mins for round-up discussion at the end of the session

Symbiotic Entanglements: Official e = PUETYNE S

Pepper Trade and Smuggling in N . English &
QIU Zhuoting

Canton (1780-1820) Putonghua

The Death of A Canton Merchant: EREN SRV E '

Wars, Silver Crisis, and WANG English &

Bankruptcies of Hong Merchants Weiwei Putonghua

From Frontier Resource to

Contested Commodity: State FEFHr PR &'
Delegation, Local Brokerage, and WANG English &
the Making of Taiwan’s Camphor Kexin Putonghua

Trade, 1725-1868

HHIEK: IEAER DR R TG .
T S @RS Putonghua

VK& 5 Bl g H R AR TS Sy LI Hehao
Tea Break

Panel Session VI

Remaking the Borderlands: Power, Knowledge, and Belonging on
Modern China's Frontiers

15 mins for each presenter;

20 mins for round-up discussion at the end of the session

Struggles in Borderland: Anglo-
Chinese Rivalry in the Kachin
Hills and the Formation of the

. = =G T
Burma-Yunnan Frontier (1890- ) .
ZI3 LIU Qi English &
1892)
Putonghua

B LA A R
()35 BURLAR IS S 1A T B
(1890-1892)



Time

Session / Event

Knowledge and Anxiety on the
Inner Mongolian Frontier: China’s
Nationalist Revolution, Japanese
Imperialism, and the Bailingmiao
Movement

Between Nationalism and
Socialism: Political Realignments
in Xinjiang’s Three Districts,
1946-1949

Entangled Boundaries of
Chineseness: Language, Ethnicity,
and Political Membership in the
PRC, Taiwan, and Singapore,
1987-1992

Michael
Kosei
DELPHIA

HRA
PI Chendong

ZH LlYue

Language

¥E3L English

JE3L English

L English



PANEL SESSION I &:% /4 1

Across Scripts and Borders: Textual Plurality and Transcultural Migration
in the Middle Period

Aug 13 (Thu) | 9:40-11:00 AM
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PANEL SESSION I &% ¥ 840 11

Alliance, Authority, and Text: Political and Religious Dynamics in Early
Modern Inner Asia

Aug 13 (Thu) | 11:15 AM -12:35 PM
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P25 LU Xingyu | University of Bonn
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PANEL SESSION III €% 3 840 111

Negotiating Extremes: Marginality and Non-Elite Agency on the
Peripheries

Aug 13 (Fri) | 14:00-15:20 PM



Bodies That “Testify”: Gender, Death, and Agency in Non-Elite Women’s Suicide
Cases in Qing Dynasty China

Sharon Yanling FENG #§#t4H | Stanford University

Female suicide in Qing Dynasty China has been analyzed as a rich site of contestation and
meaning-making. While existing historiography has predominantly explored the political and
social significance of female suicide, this paper nevertheless advances an understanding of
women’s suicide cases in Qing China from a legal-historical perspective, while placing the
deceased female body at the center of historical analysis. Drawing on twelve cases from Qing
central and local legal archives, with particular attention to underexplored archival documents
like coroners’ corpse examination reports, the paper argues that the material details of the
deceased bodies of non-elite Qing women who committed suicide—including their corpses’
specific spatial locations, clothing, and also injuries and scars—could function as metaphorical
forms of “testimony,” in the sense that these details could collectively “testify” to the messages
that non-elite Qing women intended to convey through their suicides and subsequently shed
light on the actual causes of and motivations behind their suicides. Recovering these intended
messages, causes, and motivations, the paper contends, then enables a more nuanced analysis
of non-elite Qing women’s social “agency”—one that neither unduly romanticizes these
women’s voluntary pursuit of death nor reduces their deaths to mere passive responses to Neo-
Confucian oppression. Overall, the paper’s key intervention can be summarized as “a somatic
turn”: it examines the entanglements of law, gender, and the body at the social margins of Qing
China, argues that the deceased female bodies deserve to be moved from the periphery of legal-
historical analysis to its center, and redirects analytic attention away from the legal testimonies
of the living—sources historians have most often mined for the purpose of understanding the
causes of Qing women’s deaths—toward the often-overlooked, yet equally important, material

remains of the dead.



Consuming Earth and Bark: Extreme Famine Foods, Environmental
Vulnerability, and the Collapse of Food Entitlements in Yunnan Province, China
(1815-1817)

JEN Yu-Chien 1T 7-#2 | National Chengchi University

This paper investigates the famine that struck Yunnan Province, China, between 1815 and 1817
in the aftermath of the Mount Tambora eruption. Drawing on Qing local gazetteers,
meteorological compilations, the REACHES database, and ModE-RA climate reanalysis data
accessed through ClimeApp, it asks why Yunnan experienced severe harvest failures and
famine while other regions of China and Taiwan exposed to similar low-temperature anomalies
did not suffer comparable food-system collapse. The article argues that the Yunnan famine was
not simply a climatic event. Low temperatures damaged harvests, but their social consequences
were intensified by mountainous terrain, limited transport connections, weak market access,
and unfavorable agricultural endowments, including the absence of clearly documented crop
varieties resilient to cold conditions. Local gazetteers record that residents resorted to grass
roots, tree bark, and mud or kaolinite-based famine foods. These substances provided temporary
satiety but also caused bloating, intestinal obstruction, and death. By linking climatic shock,
dietary degradation, and entitlement failure, this article interprets extreme famine foods not as
marginal details but as evidence of a wider collapse in ordinary access to food. Although the
surviving sources do not allow a full reconstruction of mortality, gender, class, or age
differences among famine victims, they reveal how environmental vulnerability and
constrained exchange capacity transformed climatic disturbance into acute subsistence crisis in

nineteenth-century Yunnan.
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PANEL SESSION IV &% FrRE4H TV

Intellectual Encounters: Texts, Networks, and Cross-Cultural Translations
Between China and the West

Aug 13 (Thu) | 15:35-16:55 PM
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W ZHUANG Yuan | University of Barcelona
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Entangled Histories as a Networked-Corpus: Iberian Texts on China and the
Early Writing of Globalization, c. 1550-1700

Esteban RAMIREZ GONZALEZ | The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Scholarship on early modern Iberian Asia and Chinese—Western interactions has made central
both entangled histories and the fiscal, jurisdictional, and institutional arrangements within and
across which encounters and knowledge were produced. Digital methods have likewise made
corpus-wide analysis more available; questions remain, however, about what can be read
through such corpora, and how. Bringing these developments together, this paper asks how
corpus construction can make the political economy of textual production, circulation, and
argument available to analysis, rather than treating Iberian texts principally as successive
European “visions of China,” assessed as accurate or inaccurate, positive or negative, static or

dynamic.

This paper assembles and examines an Iberian and Iberian-adjacent body of texts from Juan
Gonzalez de Mendoza’s Historia (1585), through Martino Martini, Juan de Palafox, and
Domingo Navarrete, to the late seventeenth-century northern-European reception. Rather than
taking confession, language, empire, genre, or canonical status as prior divisions of the material,
it proposes the “networked-corpus” as a provisional analytical category through which to ask
what kind of corpus can be constructed across these boundaries, and what forms of reading it
may make possible. Within this provisional corpus, a preliminary conceptual reading brings
differently situated texts into comparison, treating routes, institutions, jurisdictions, and
transmission as evidence alongside textual arguments and source relations. It compares them
across four linked dimensions: positionality in accounts of a shared object; compilation and

source genealogy; material-institutional setting; and transmission and reception.

This approach treats writing on the early modern China—Western encounter as an early writing
of globalization: not merely descriptions of China, but attempts to engage with the changing
transoceanic relations through which China, Iberian worlds, and northern Europe were
connected. Shaped by differentiated configurations of production and circulation, these texts
also sought to describe, compare, and reason through those relations. Read as a networked
corpus, they make visible an early language for making an emergent transoceanic world

intelligible.



Body and Experience: The Transmission of Western Scientific Illustrations in
Ming-Qing China—A Study of the Yuanxi qiqi tushuo luzui (GEVEZTRERER)

WU Yu %:f#% | China Academy of Art

This paper examines the 1627 publication of Yuanxi giqi tushuo luzui (327575 2% & 50 $5% 5 )

(Qigi tushuo) as a pivotal site of cross-cultural "encounter and entanglement," where European
technical illustrations crossed geographic and intellectual borders to enter the material spaces
of historical China. Moving beyond traditional narratives of scientific transfer, this study
centers on "body and experience" to investigate the dissemination mechanisms of Western
scientific images during the Ming-Qing transition. Situating these illustrations within the late-
Ming print production networks and the Jiangnan region’s reception of European copperplate
engravings, the research explores how foreign images were dynamically appropriated, redrawn,

and superimposed across media.

The investigation unfolds along three interconnected trajectories. First, by tracing the
illustrations to European archetypes like Ramelli’s compendia, the paper reveals how Chinese
draftsmen localized these images, transforming passive copying into an embodied practice of
creative re-inscription. Second, it analyzes the visual translation from copperplate to woodblock
printing. The European technique of conjuring volumetric illusion through shading and
perspective was radically recast into flat, structurally legible woodblock lines—a mediation
that negotiated distinct bodily habits of viewing and reading within the traditional "picture-and-
text" layout. Finally, the study examines how these foreign diagrams were assimilated into the
Chinese literati’s knowledge framework. By invoking the classical paradigm of "making
implements by honoring images," Wang Zheng legitimized these technical drawings as
practical statecraft, embedding them into the lived experience of local governance. Ultimately,
this cross-cultural entanglement demonstrates that knowledge transmission constitutes a

profound reshaping of media mechanisms, visual epistemologies, and historical boundaries.



Critiques and Interpretations of the Concept of Baoying (3R f€) by Anglo-American
Protestant Missionaries: From Joseph Edkins to Timothy Richard

XIE Yuyang # i[5 | Heidelberg University

This paper examines Anglo-American Protestant missionaries’ critiques and interpretations of
the Chinese concept of baoying (¥R /), or retribution, from Joseph Edkins to Timothy Richard.
It argues that their understanding of baoying was not a neutral act of interpretation, but an
invention shaped by missionary experience, translingual practice, Protestant theology, Victorian
moral culture, and the emerging comparative science of religion. By reading Chinese classics,
shanshu (3% &), Buddhist materials, vernacular fiction, and everyday religious practices
through familiar Christian categories, missionaries made Chinese retribution intelligible while

also transforming its meaning.

The presumed equivalence between baoying and “retribution” reorganized the semantic field
of the Chinese concept, foregrounding future judgment, punishment after death, and
materialized images of hell. This reconstruction was further consolidated by a Protestant
historical paradigm that opposed corrupt, calculative, and material religion to purified spiritual
faith, as well as by the theological opposition between grace and works. At the same time,
missionary critiques of baoying were closely connected to Victorian concerns with morality,
free will, and responsible subjectivity, since retribution was seen as replacing moral agency
with impersonal causality and displaced temporal punishment. Finally, by tracing the alleged
origins and possible missionary uses of retribution, figures such as Edkins absorbed baoying
into broader narratives of cultural transmission, religious preparation, and Christian

universalism.

The paper thus shows that the missionary “discovery” of baoying transformed the Chinese
concept while also reflecting broader nineteenth-century debates over religion, morality,

freedom, and subjectivity.



PANEL SESSION V &z FfE V

Maritime Trade Revisited: Ports, Commodities, and Material Life in South
China

Aug 14 (Thu) | 14:00-15:20 PM



Symbiotic Entanglements: Official Pepper Trade and Smuggling in Canton (1780-
1820)

QIU Zhuoting B 5.45 | The Education University of Hong Kong

This paper charts transregional encounters and deep structural entanglements, alongside the
flow of chartered privileges, within the global Canton pepper trade network from 1780 to 1820.
Specifically, it investigates how the Canton Hong merchants, through the fragmentation of their
authority, served as indispensable, symbiotic intermediaries linking the formal trade with
smuggling rings. The Qing court endowed these merchants with top-down monopolies over
commodity inspection and taxation. Rather than viewing state-sanctioned commerce and
contraband trade as mutually exclusive, this study demonstrates their inseparable, structural
entanglement along the maritime frontier. It underscores how smuggling paradoxically
reinforced the stability of official trade. Within this matrix, Hong merchants (by mobilizing
linguists and compradors) operated not as passive sub-agents of state power, but as active
orchestrators who engineered a bottom-up devolution of their legal prerogatives. By embracing
this dual identity, they sustained the macro-level imperial taxation system while simultaneously
carving out a tacit, informal commercial space for smugglers, thereby welding the two disparate
networks together. Relying on Paul A. Van Dyke’s port archives (customs permits and security
bonds) and a micro-global history approach centered on commodity trajectories, this research
meticulously reconstructs the transactional networks in the Lingnan borderlands. Decentering
traditional Eurocentric narratives, this study reveals the covert function of smuggling in
prolonged imperial institutional survival, offering a fresh global perspective on grassroots

flexibility and cross-cultural agency at the edges of the Qing Empire.



The Death of A Canton Merchant: Wars, Silver Crisis, and Bankruptcies of Hong
Merchants

WANG Weiwei Ff#AK | The Chinese University of Hong Kong

From the 1790s to the 1810s, while Europe was convulsed by the Revolutionary aWars
Revolutionary, the Canton Trade system experienced a long-lasting crisis manifested in two
separate waves of bankruptcies among the Hong merchants. While conventional studies
frequently addressed the biographies and institutional legacies of these merchants, they rarely
focused on the intensity of bankruptcies in this period or their correlation with both the internal
turbulence of the Qing Empire and the geopolitical upheavals in Europe. Given that Hong
merchants were deeply integrated into a transcontinental commercial network, any analysis of
their failures must account for global geopolitical shocks. Utilizing Chinese imperial archives
alongside the records of the British East India Company and other European states, this study
offers an alternative explanation from a global history perspective. The findings reveal that both
European warfare and Chinese domestic unrest induced a severe silver liquidity crisis across
Asia and Europe. Under these conditions, the EIC and Indian country merchants aggressively
expanded their import trade into China, which finally resulted in a catastrophic debt crisis for
the Hong merchants, who were already overburdened by imperial exactions and further

marginalized by the withdrawal of other European trading partners.



From Frontier Resource to Contested Commodity: State Delegation, Local
Brokerage, and the Making of Taiwan’s Camphor Trade, 1725-1868

WANG Kexin EF[Hr | The Chinese University of Hong Kong Shenzhen

Despite extensive research on Taiwan’s camphor exports and the Camphor War of 1868, the
formation of the commercial order that preceded the conflict remains insufficiently explained,
particularly the interaction among state regulation, local brokerage, institutional privilege, and
foreign demand. This article reconstructs the development of Taiwan’s camphor trade from the
establishment of the Naval Lumberjacks System in 1725 to the eve of the Camphor War,
drawing on Qing gazetteers, materia medica writings, official memorials, local archives,
merchant accounts, and trade records. Through a chronological and actor-centered analysis, it
traces how camphor’s medicinal, military, fiscal, and export value was translated into
arrangements governing mountain access, timber procurement, refining rights, material halls,
port circulation, and overseas exchange across different institutional and commercial settings
in Taiwan and along the southeastern China coast. The analysis shows that the Qing state
incorporated camphor into frontier governance by granting military timber contractors
privileged access to forests and production in return for military timber and fees, yet this
delegated regime never established an effective monopoly in practice. The study further finds
that contractors, private refiners, mountain workers, local elites, Chinese merchants, port
brokers, and foreign traders repeatedly reconfigured official regulation, redirecting camphor
through local, coastal, and treaty-port networks while intensifying disputes over production,
taxation, procurement, and export. Overall, the study repositions pre-1868 Taiwan’s camphor
trade as a dynamic and contested commercial order, demonstrating that the institutional
delegation that enabled frontier commercialization also created the intermediaries, loopholes,
and competing claims that made regulatory conflict and ultimately the Camphor War

historically possible.
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Remaking the Borderlands: Power, Knowledge, and Belonging on Modern
China's Frontiers

Aug 14 (Fri) | 15:35-16:55 PM



Struggles in Borderland: Anglo-Chinese Rivalry in the Kachin Hills and the
Formation of the Burma-Yunnan Frontier (1890-1892)

B RIS PRAE TSR IR R 3ER EEATS AR TE AL (1890-1892)
LIU Qi %J# | Xiamen University

The formation of the Burma-Yunnan frontier was shaped by imperial rivalry. However, few
existing studies have examined Anglo-Chinese engagement and competition at the local level.
This article sheds light on the competition between the governments of Yunnan and Burma in
the Kachin Hills by examining two incidents that occurred in the borderland before the
delimitation of the frontier. In December 1891, believing that a British invasion was imminent,
the Yunnan Government established military posts west of the Nampoung River to strengthen
the defense of Yunnan. However, the British interpreted this action as an assertion of territorial
claims. Under pressure from local British authorities, the Chinese forces abandoned the posts
and retreated across the river. In addition to openly asserting its territorial claim, the Yunnan
authorities also engaged the service of the Kachin Sawbwas to resist the British advance in the
borderland. During the British expedition and occupation of Sadon in early 1892, probably
acting under instructions from the Yunnan Government, the Sansi Sawbwa aided the Sadon
Sawbwa in resisting the British forces, though the Kachin resistance failed ultimately. After
these two incidents, Britain and China sought to delimit the frontier without delay to prevent
similar confrontations from escalating into another Sino-Franco War. This research
demonstrates that China was far from passive in the formation of the frontier. Rather, the

Yunnan authorities actively competed with the British for control of the Kachin Hills.



Knowledge and Anxiety on the Inner Mongolian Frontier: China’s Nationalist

Revolution, Japanese Imperialism, and the Bailingmiao Movement
Michael Kosei DELPHIA | Peking University | History

The emergence of the Bailingmiao Movement in the early 1930s was a source of anxiety for
right-wing revolutionary writers in China. The movement was an attempt by banner nobles and
young elites of Inner Mongolian society to establish autonomy for Mongols, a rejection of Han-
centered provincialization. However, the broader context of Japanese aggression against China
imbued tensions on Republican China’s frontier with a particular urgency. The frontier was
crucial to defend the revolution in the interior, yet writers feared that Japan was pulling ahead
of China on an important battlefield: knowledge of the frontier. Scholars have argued in recent
years that Chiang Kai-Shek and the Guomindang embarked on a revolutionary project to
remake Chinese society from the center along fascistic or conservative lines, questioning
narratives that the Nanjing decade was a period of “abortive revolution.” I build on this research
by looking at how writers involved in China’s Nationalist revolution looked at the frontier,
specifically during the Bailingmiao Movement in Inner Mongolia. In articles for periodicals
associated with right-wing revolutionary elements of the Guomindang, writers expressed
anxieties of knowledge in comparison to Japan, who were rapidly gaining ground in Inner
Mongolia. They discussed competition in specialized knowledge and knowledge production,
mass education on the frontier, and the ability to win over politically active “Young Mongols.”
Inner Mongolia thus became a discursive site of competition and epistemic anxieties, where the
fate of China’s Mongolian frontier would be decided within the contexts of the Nationalist

revolution and the Sino-Japanese conflict.



Between Nationalism and Socialism: Political Realignments in Xinjiang’s Three
Districts, 1946-1949

PI Chendong J%JZ4¢ | University of California, Davis

In 1949, the CCP, a Han-led political party, took over Xinjiang through political means instead
of wars — an impressive endeavor considering the region’s volatile ethnic landscape and the
CCP’s erratic presence before 1949. Historians have dealt in depth with Uyghur nationalism
and the Second Eastern Turkestan, or “Three Districts” Revolution. Among the various phases
of the Three Districts Revolution, realignment with the CCP - the movement’s final, and most
consequential strategic turn - has received surprisingly little scholarly attention. Existing
scholarship emphasized the shift in Soviet policy as a decisive factor in this realignment. While
some studies acknowledge the role of local dynamics in the Three Districts, these processes
remain underexplored. To account for this consequential development in China’s northwestern
frontier, this paper situates the Turkic nationalist leaders within a Bourdieusian field of political
competition, wherein they jostled for leadership and the defining principles of vision and
division. By analyzing archival and biographical sources, I explain how political careers shaped
the formation of factionalized actors in the Three Districts Revolution. In particular, I’'m
interested in personalities like Ahmetjan Qasimi and Abdulkerim Abbas — ethnic cadres whose
trajectories across class and ethnic politics oriented them towards a position of ethnic self-rule
subordinated to communist leadership. In pushing for alignment with the CCP, the ethnic cadres
wrestled revolutionary leadership from their nationalist counterparts while redefining the

Turkic nationalist movement in Marxist-Leninist terms.



Entangled Boundaries of Chineseness: Language, Ethnicity, and Political Membership in
the PRC, Taiwan, and Singapore, 1987-1992

LIYue Z5H | Charles University

This paper examines how the boundaries of “Chinese identity” were reconstructed in the PRC,
Taiwan, and Singapore between 1987 and 1992, a period of transformation. Theoretically,
Chineseness is conceptualized as a process of institutional boundary-making, in which
resources associated with Chinese languages, ethnicity, culture, and historical memory were
politically processed. Chinese identity, therefore, is understood as an effect of these institutional
practices. Methodologically, the paper employs a comparative institutional analysis based on
legal and political documents, examining how language and ethnic policies served as
mechanisms of boundary-making for linking language, ethnicity and political membership in

the three cases.

It argues that the three regimes produced different institutional configurations of Chineseness.
In the field of language policy, the PRC statized Putonghua, incorporating other linguistic forms
into state-centered framework of difference; Taiwan decentralized and localized guoyu, turning
taiyu into a marker of political representation; Singapore ethnicized and depoliticized huayu,
relocating it from the political center to the domain of Chinese cultural tradition. In the field of
ethnic policy, the three regimes approached ethnic difference differently: through vertical

integration in the PRC, open competition in Taiwan, and horizontal integration in Singapore.

By adopting a comparative and transnational historical approach, this paper situates
Chineseness beyond a single nation-state framework and offers an analytical model for

explaining how Chinese identity was institutionally formed across different political contexts.
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If arriving by train at University Station:

Please present a valid ID (e.g., Hong Kong ID or EEP) at Exit A of University Station to
register for campus entry. Then, take the Paid Shuttle Light Bus at University Station and
alight at Fung King Hey Building, as shown by the blue dashed line in the map below.

For details, please visit: https://transport.cuhk.edu.hk/tc/route/up/

Please note:

1. The Paid Shuttle Light Bus is distinct from the free CUHK School Bus, which are
strictly restricted to CUHK staff and students.

2. The Light Bus operates daily from 08:30 to 23:00, running every 30 minutes.

Therefore, we strongly recommend arriving directly at the CUHK Main Entrance on

the first morning (see details below) to avoid delays from missing a light bus.
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You can arrive at the CUHK Main Entrance / Bus Stop (commonly known as the "Four
Pillars") by taxi or via multiple bus routes. Please register your ID at the main gate. From
there, walk straight for 100 meters, turn left uphill, pass around Lee Shau Kee Building, and
you will reach the north side of Fung King Hey Building, as shown by the red solid line in the

map below.
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e The Second Annual Graduate Student International Colloquium on Chinese Historical

Scholarship

- Email: cuhkhiscolloquium26@gmail.com

e Department of History, CUHK

- Phone: (852) 3943 7448
- E-mail: history@cuhk.edu.hk

e CUHK Campus

- Phone: (852) 3943 7000 / (852) 3943 6000
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