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Abstract 

 

The years between 1942 and 1949 marked a volatile period in China and Indonesia as 

both countries experienced Japanese aggression and subsequently nation-wide internal 

conflict.  In China, a full-blown civil war broke out between the Chinese Nationalist 

Party and the oppositional Chinese Communist Party; in Indonesia, which used to be the 

most important colony of the Dutch, the country resisted the Netherlands’ attempt at re-

colonization, leading to a full-fledged struggle for national independence.  During the 

Indonesian National Revolution (1945-1949), the ethnic relations between the Chinese 

and the indigenous population (pribumi) deteriorated and the Chinese became a frequent 

target of violence.  A significant number of the ethnic Chinese population were either 

murdered, physically abused, or economically deprived.  For instance, in the darkness of 

night in late May 1948, a note from a “night ghost” (hantu malam) to its “Chinese 

brothers” was secretly attached to the door of Chung Hua Tsung Hui (中華總會) of 

Kedungbanteng in Central Java.  It read: “…You are living in a rich and peaceful life 

because of help from the Indonesian people/ But what kind of contribution are you 

making to Indonesia?/  Where is the proof that you want to unite with the Indonesian 

people?”  

 

What contributed to escalation of ethnic tension and the suffering of the ethnic Chinese 

during the Indonesian National Revolution?  By looking beyond the tumult and chaos of 

war and the internal social dynamics within Indonesian society, this paper seeks to 

answer this question by examining the transnational connections between the Chinese 

communities in Indonesia and the Chinese Nationalist and Communist parties.  While 

both parties believed that the support from the overseas Chinese would bring material 

benefits as well as validation of political legitimacy, the Nationalists and Communists 

had different strategies and ideologies with regard to overseas Chinese affairs.  In 

conclusion, this paper argues that both the Chinese Nationalists’ and Communists’ 

transnational mobilization efforts powerfully shaped the political and national identity 

of the Chinese community in Indonesia in the late 1940s and further complicated the 

already contentious ethnic relations between the Chinese and the pribumi.  Ultimately, 

this project intends to contribute to the larger issue of how formerly colonized countries 

that emerged from the World War II interacted with one another on the global stage 

when the concept of citizenship was contested, political loyalty was in question, 

national identity was fluid and boundaries of political mobilization was blurred. 

 


