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Abstract 

 

When the Japanese Army landed in Jesselton, North Borneo in January 1942, the 

Chinese in that British port city had already been in contact with the war for several 

years.  The community, like Chinese communities elsewhere had kept watch over events 

in China where the Japanese Army’s encroachment in their ancestral land have caused 

much anxiety.  In fact, prior to the outbreak of the Pacific War, the community had 

demonstrated its support to the war efforts of the Chinese government in China by 

organizing various activities and also initiated measures in boycotting the Japanese and 

Japanese goods.  A Chinese newspaper was also established for disseminating 

information on war in China.  Others joined the Volunteer Force as a means of fighting 

the common enemy.  When the Japanese Army finally landed in Jesselton, the Chinese 

in the city had to deal with not just the issue of political allegiance and paying the price 

of being loyal to China and Britain, but also to learn how to cope with the mounting 

difficulties in their social and economic lives.  This eventually led to active resistance 

culminating with an uprising against the Japanese in October 1943.  The paper will 

examine the manner the Chinese were coping with the challenges of this transnational 

crisis - the winds of war and the difficult social-economic condition brought about by 

the war through the prism of Overseas Chinese; and how this identity of being Overseas 

Chinese had conditioned the way they have responded to the Japanese war and 

occupation, including the launching of an armed rising against the Japanese in October 

1943. 

 

 

  


