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Abstract 

 

This paper is a preliminary study of socio-economic life of Chinese community in 

Batavia (later renamed Jakarta by the Japanese when they occupied the city) during 

1930s-1940s.  This port city is the capital of the Netherlands Indies, and has the most 

Chinese inhabitants in the country.  They live, as in any other places in the Indies, 

mostly as traders, amidst a majority who earn their living from agricultural section.  

However, the great depression of the 1930s had challenged their relatively established 

middlemen position.  On the other hand, the colonial government, in order to response 

the Indonesian nationalism in the 1930s, facilitating the establishment of cooperative for 

the indigenous. 

 

Entering the Japanese period, the Chinese community was a group of middle-class 

business people worried about maintaining the status quo.  Pre-war and wartime 

Japanese official documents relating to the future economic order in Greater East Asia 

clearly show that Japan wanted to eliminate the overseas Chinese merchants and replace 

them with indigenous ones.  Evidences from various parts of Southeast Asia also show 

that similar steps were taken against the Chinese merchants.  This anti-Chinese plan was 

closely related with the fact that many Chinese merchants were active in anti-Japanese 

activities in pre-war time, while the indigenous traders were amicable partners.  

 

Apparently, there was a tendency throughout Indonesia toward strengthening Indonesian 

entrepreneur’s unity against the competition from the Chinese during the Japanese 

occupation.  One of the first major challengers toward the Chinese economic position 

appeared in Jakarta, in the form of Perwabi (Persatoean Waroeng Bangsa Indonesia, or 

the Association of Indonesian Stallholders).  It was established in early days of the 

occupation to compete against the Chinese stallholders.  It received initial support and 

facilities from the Japanese officials and
 
in its heyday, Perwabi has successfully 

collected 4,000 members.  

 

How was the Chinese cope with transformation which occurred from Dutch colonialism 

to Japanese occupation?  How did they face the Japanese-backed indigenous 

competitors?  This study will use memoirs written by the Chinese and indigenous 

Indonesians, also literary works published shortly after the Japanese occupation.  

 

  


